Durham Open Space Plan and
Conservation Strategy

Public Workshop

February 26, 2026
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What is an Open Space Plan?

Establish a for land
conservation, preservation, and natural
resource management

Assess how open spaces and natural
resources can

Serve as a
policies, programs

Set a strategy to be incorporated into
upcoming Comprehensive Plan update
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Currently 3%
Conserved Land

Goal of 30%

Conserved Land by
2030

(Maine Won’t Wait)




How is this being funded?

Community Action Grant!

Grant Details:
« $80,000
* No costtothe town
e 24 Months

COMMUNITY

RESILIENCE £ PARTNERSHIP



Process and Timeline

Hire
Fall 2025 Consultant Data

Collection &
Inventory

Community

Engagement
(throughout entire
process)
Priority
Setting Report

Spring 2027



Existing Conditions
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* More than 750 acres of _Durham, ME XL PR ?
conserved land N (,/ SIS -2 0

e 7% of Durham’s lakes and S SR

streams are within conserved
lands

- Water Resources:

e 3,500+ acres of wetlands
(5.1% conserved)
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Existing Conditions
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« Some of the most undeveloped
habitat blocks in southern Maine

* Endangered, rare, threatened,

and species of special concern v
* Agriculture: i ) s
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statewide importance (23.1%)




What We Heard from Durham Residents

Durham Open Space Survey: Dec 5-Jan 31| 180 responses | 99% current residents

Durham’s Best Open Space Features

Handicap-accessible trails & facilities Wl 6.15

Band Stand / War Memorial Park | 15.08 BeSt ODen SDaCG FeatureS

Quantity/quality of preserved open space IS 27.37

1. Runaround Pond Recreation

o Wildlife corridors N 28 .49

% Access to Androscoggin River & Chandler Brook I 29.05 Al’ea.' 90%

& Playgrounds & recreation for children IS 31.834 / o)
Y 2. Durham's Rural Character: 53%
i Durham Boat Launch GGG 31.34

g Preserved agricultural lands GG 34.08 3. ACC@SS to Local & Reglonal

8 Durham River Park I 36.87 Tl‘ailS . 47 %

Access to local & regional trails I 30.66

Preservation of rural/agricultural character GGG 5251 4 Durham River Park.' 37 %
Runaround Pond Recreation Area FAremesssssssssssesssssessssssssssssssssssseseeeeees 99 94

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Percentage of Respondents Selecting Feature

Key Takeaways: Residents strongly value preserving Durham’s rural identity and investing in key recreation
areas like Runaround Pond.



What Residents are Prioritizing:

Durham Open Space Strategies

Priority Planning

Top Priorities Identified: ot ecrion,
* Protect Drinking Water expand recreation fields/courts MRS
o 59% rated Most Important Additional river access EEEEEEEE———__
* Protect Sensitive Lands & Wetlands
o 34% rated Most Important

Historic structures & features [[INEZZIZ 1017
Scenic vistas & viewsheds [[IINNEZZEE 1023

Planning Strategies

° Prese rve W| ld“fe Corndors Passive outdoor recreation |GGG 25.42
O 29% rated Most Important Preserve agricultural/forestry lands |G Eae 27.53
. reserve wildlife corridors |2 d
* Preserve Agricultural & Forestry Lands i e cornd 2865
Preserve sensitive lands & wetlands G SSSe 34.08
o 28% Most Important t t
Protect drinking water sources [[NNNIGISSN 58.99
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
There was a l-SO Strong su pport for Percentage of Respondents Rating Strategy as Very or Most Important
Passive Outdoor Recreation like hiking, .
m Very Important Most Important

bird watching, and kayaking.



What happens next? DURHAM T o oo
* Stayinvolved through the = ’ /“‘Q\\

project website:

[m] el [m]
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_ Durham Open Space Plan
and Conservation Strategy

The Durham Open Space Plan is a
document set to be published in 2027
that will establish the town’s land and
preservation goals.

[=]:
* Future public workshop -
anticipated Fall 2026

* Questions
e |nteractive stations

The Open Space Plan will also:
« |dentify areas in Durham prone to flooding and

water quality issues
« Assess how open spaces and natural resources can

provide ecological and community services.

DurhamOpenSpacePlan.com



Questions?

Head to the
Stations!




Interactive
Stations




Thank you
[m] e [m]
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DurhamOpenSpacePlan.com
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